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Name and Link Description 

Teaching Skills that Matter 
(TSTM) Homepage 

Trains teachers to integrate nine skills that matter to adult students 
using three approaches that work across five topics. Using the 
project's tools and training, adult education teachers can teach the 
transferable skills students need in these critical contexts. 

TSTM Toolkit Overview 
 

PDF versions of the following: 
● TSTM Toolkit Content 
● Introduction to the TSTM Toolkit 
● Defining the Skills that Matter 
● Defining the Topic Focus Areas 
● Defining the Approaches That Work 
● Overview of the Approaches that Work 
● Introduction to the Skills that Matter Lesson Plan 

 
TSTM Instructional Videos 

Introduction to the Skills that 
Matter Lesson Plan 

Full lesson plan 

Project-Based Learning Video 
(Approach #1) 

Video shows the steps and structure of a project-based learning 
lesson in the context of a financial literacy lesson called "Eating 
Healthy on a Budget." 

Problem-Based Learning Video 
(Approach #2) 

Video provides the steps and structure of a problem-based learning 
lesson in the context of a workforce preparation lesson titled "Unmet 
Workplace Performance".  

Integrated and Contextualized 
Learning Video 
(Approach #3) 

Video shows the components for integrating and contextualizing 
instruction in the context of a financial literacy lesson titled 
“Household Cash Flow.” 

https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/teaching-skills-matter-adult-education
https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/teaching-skills-matter-adult-education
https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/teaching-skills-matter-adult-education/toolkit-overview
https://lincs.ed.gov/sites/default/files/TSTM-IntroSkillLessonPlan-508.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/sites/default/files/TSTM-IntroSkillLessonPlan-508.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=Q26ME7PGHmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=Q26ME7PGHmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=pYdIgwiVA8M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=pYdIgwiVA8M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=UV3FGkTNQnU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=UV3FGkTNQnU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=UV3FGkTNQnU


Name and Link Description 

TSTM Civics Education 
(Topic #1) 

● Civics Education: Issue Brief 

● Best Practices in Civics Education: A Case Study 

● Civics Education: First Amendment Rights Lesson Plan 

● Civics Education: First Amendment Rights Lesson Plan 

Reading A on Montgomery Bus Boycott 

● Civics Education: First Amendment Rights Lesson Plan 

Reading B on Martin Luther King Jr.'s Use of Nonviolence 

Inspired by Gandhi 

● Civics Education: Flint Water Crisis Lesson Plan 

● Civics Education: Community Involvement as Social Change 

Integrated and Contextualized Learning Lesson 

● Civics Education: Raising Public Awareness of Adult Basic 

Education Problem Based Learning Lesson 

● Civics Education: Raising Public Awareness of Adult Basic 

Education Problem Based Learning Lesson Reading 

● Civics Education: Sharing Our Expertise with Local Schools 

Project-Based Learning Lesson 

● Civics Education: Annotated Instructional Resources and 

References 

Civics Education Video Video shows the components for teaching a Civics Education lesson. 

TSTM Digital Literacy 
(Topic #2) 

● Digital Literacy: Issue Brief 

● Best Practices in Digital Literacy: A Case Study 

● Digital Literacy: Social Media Lesson Plan 

● Digital Literacy: Workplace Safety Lesson Plan 

● Digital Literacy: Sharing Information about Important Safety 

Signs Integrated and Contextualized Learning Lesson 

● Digital Literacy: Cultural Stereotypes Online Problem-Based 

Learning Lesson 

● Digital Literacy: Folk Stories Project-Based Learning Lesson 

● Digital Literacy: Annotated Instructional Resources and 

References 

https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/teaching-skills-matter-adult-education/civics-education
https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/teaching-skills-matter-adult-education/civics-education
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=0Z-2p3MyBGA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=0Z-2p3MyBGA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=0Z-2p3MyBGA


Name and Link Description 

Digital Literacy Video Video shows the components for teaching a Digital Literacy lesson. 

TSTM Financial Literacy 
(Topic #3) 

● Financial Literacy: Issue Brief 

● Best Practices in Financial Literacy: A Case Study 

● Financial Literacy: Introduction to Purchasing a Car Lesson 

Plan 

● Financial Literacy: Money Management Lesson Plan 

● Financial Literacy: Household Cash Flow Integrated and 

Contextualized Learning Lesson 

● Financial Literacy: Changing Jobs Problem-Based Learning 

Lesson 

● Financial Literacy: Eating Healthy on a Budget Project-Based 

Learning Lesson 

● Financial Literacy: Annotated Instructional Resources and 

References 

Financial Literacy Video Video shows the components for teaching a Financial Literacy lesson. 

TSTM Health Literacy 
(Topic #4) 

● Health Literacy: Issue Brief 

● Best Practices in Health Literacy: A Case Study 

● Health Literacy: Health Information and the Internet Lesson 

Plan 

● Health Literacy: What Is Good Health? Lesson Plan 

● Health Literacy: The Cost of Smoking Integrated and 

Contextualized Learning Lesson 

● Health Literacy: Barriers to Successful Patient-Doctor 

Communication Problem-Based Learning Lesson 

● Health Literacy: Field Trip to a Hospital or Health Care Facility 

Project-Based Learning Lesson 

● Health Literacy: Annotated Instructional Resources and 

References 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eoj47FvEOEE
https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/teaching-skills-matter-adult-education/financial-literacy
https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/teaching-skills-matter-adult-education/financial-literacy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=1xGQn9IzPjo
https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/teaching-skills-matter-adult-education/health-literacy
https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/teaching-skills-matter-adult-education/health-literacy


Name and Link Description 

TSTM Workforce Preparation 
(Topic #5) 

● Workforce Preparation: Issue Brief 

● Best Practices in Workforce Preparation: A Case Study 

● Workforce Preparation: O*NET Interest Profiler Lesson Plan 

● Workforce Preparation: Local Labor Market Information 

Lesson Plan 

● Workforce Preparation: Event Planning Integrated and 

Contextualized Learning Lesson 

● Workforce Preparation: Unmet Workplace Performance 

Outcomes Problem-Based Learning Lesson 

● Workforce Preparation: Classroom Workplace Code of 

Conduct Project-Based Learning Lesson 

● Workforce Preparation: Annotated Instructional Resources 

and References 

Workforce Preparation Video Video shows the components for teaching a Workforce Preparation 
lesson. 

TSTM Other Tools and 
Resources 

Additional tools to support the integration of the skills that matter in 
your instruction. 

 

https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/teaching-skills-matter-adult-education/workforce-preparation
https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/teaching-skills-matter-adult-education/workforce-preparation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clVQ5n7--Q0
https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/teaching-skills-matter-adult-education/other-tools
https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/teaching-skills-matter-adult-education/other-tools
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