Sample article for organizations to use to reach customers (496 word
count)

Post the following article on your websites and/or use in other communication vehicles to help
your customers who need to file an amended return.

What you need to know about filing an amended tax return

You've filed your federal tax return and now discovered you've made a mistake. What
should you do? You can fix the errors by filing an amended tax return.

Here’s what you should know:

e Use Form 1040X, Amended U.S. Individual Income Tax Return, to file an
amended tax return. Be advised — you can'’t e-file an amended return. A paper
form must be mailed in.

e You should consider filing an amended tax return if there is a change in your
filing status, income, deductions or credits.

¢ Normally you do not need to file an amended return to correct math errors. The
IRS will automatically make those changes for you. Also, don't file an amended
return because you forgot to attach tax forms, such as Forms W-2 or schedules.
If necessary, the IRS normally will send a request asking for those documents.

¢ In general, you must file Form 1040X within three years of the date you filed your
original tax return or within two years of the date you paid the tax, whichever is
later. Be sure to enter the year of the return you are amending at the top of Form
1040X.

e If you are amending more than one tax return, prepare a Form 1040X for each
year’s return and mail them to the IRS in separate envelopes.

e You will find the appropriate IRS address to mail your return to in the Form
1040X instructions.

e If your changes involve the need for another schedule or form, you must attach
that schedule or form to the amended tax return.

e If you are filing an amended tax return to claim an additional refund, wait until you
have received your original tax refund before filing Form 1040X. You may cash
your original refund check while waiting for the additional refund.

e If you owe additional taxes with Form 1040X, file it and pay the tax with the return
or as soon as possible to minimize interest and penalties.

e You can generally expect your amended return to be processed in about 16
weeks from the date the IRS receives it.


https://www.irs.gov/uac/About-Form-1040X
https://www.irs.gov/uac/What-Is-My-Filing-Status%3F
https://www.irs.gov/Credits-&-Deductions
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040x.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040x.pdf

e You can use the IRS Where’s My Amended Return? tool on IRS.gov to check the
status of your amended tax return three weeks after you mailed it. This

automated tool is also available in Spanish, Chinese, Korean, Viethamese, and
Russian.

Date: June 1, 2017

NOTE TO EDITOR: Below are links to help taxpayers find the information they need.

e Amended tax return frequently asked guestions
e Tax Topic 308 — Amended Returns

On Twitter? Send these Tweets:

e Amending your #tax return: ten tips. #IRS http://go.usa.qov/czcTB

e You normally don’t need to file an amended return to correct math errors. The
IRS will make those changes for you. https://go.usa.qov/xN5|G



https://www.irs.gov/Filing/Individuals/Amended-Returns-(Form-1040-X)/Wheres-My-Amended-Return-1
https://www.irs.gov/
https://www.irs.gov/Spanish/D%C3%B3nde-est%C3%A1-mi-declaraci%C3%B3n-enmendada
https://www.irs.gov/Chinese/%E6%88%91%E7%9A%84%E4%BF%AE%E6%AD%A3%E7%A8%85%E8%A1%A8%E5%9C%A8%E5%93%AA%E8%A3%A1
https://www.irs.gov/korean/%EB%82%B4-%EC%88%98%EC%A0%95-%EB%B3%B4%EA%B3%A0%EC%84%9C%EA%B0%80-%EC%96%B4%EB%94%94%EC%97%90-%EC%9E%88%EC%8A%B5%EB%8B%88%EA%B9%8C
https://www.irs.gov/Vietnamese/B%E1%BA%A3n-khai-thu%E1%BA%BF-%C4%91%C3%A3-ch%E1%BB%89nh-s%E1%BB%ADa-c%E1%BB%A7a-t%C3%B4i-%C4%91%C3%A2u
https://www.irs.gov/russian/%D0%93%D0%B4%D0%B5-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%8F-%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BA%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D1%81-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B9
https://www.irs.gov/Filing/Individuals/Amended-Returns-(Form-1040-X)/Amended-Return-Frequently-Asked-Questions
https://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc308.html
http://go.usa.gov/czcTB
https://go.usa.gov/xN5jG
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