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Animal Production Claims: Grass Fed, No Antibiotics, No Added Hormones, No
Genetically Engineered Ingredients, Minimally Processed

Animal Raising Assurances: Humane Animal Treatment, Feedlot-free

SUBSTANTIATION DOCUMENTATION

Date: 30 September 2014
Introduction:

This document relates to single ingredient beef products supplied by Silver Fern
Farms Ltd.

The beef product relates to a range of primal and sub-primal boneless cuts, in
refrigerated and frozen forms. The products are intended for further processing and
packaging, prior to their distribution and public sale. All beef sourced are derived from
cattle that have been slaughtered and processed by Silver Fern Farms Ltd, Dunedin,
New Zealand

Background:

1. Cattle Production in New Zealand

The New Zealand cattle industry is based on almost exclusively grass fed
production systems. Nearly all cattle are therefore raised on open pastures and are
based on broad acreage free range principles — cattle have access to wander and
graze feely.

Beef cattle raised on farms are not confined to pens or barns in New Zealand. Cattle
may be held in yards for minimal periods of time for husbandry purposes such as
animal health checks.

This production method and free range nature of cattle production dictates the virtual
non-requirement for antibiotic-use; it does not form part of the feeding regime and
their use is solely in the isolated cases of therapeutic reasons; whereby they are
prescribed and/or administered by a veterinarian for diseased or injured animals.

Within this cattle environment, Silver Fern Farms sources cattle and/or segregates
carcasses from its co-op of farmers that meet the specific claim requirements of the
Grass Fed Beef Program. This is administered through the NAIT and ASD Tracing
and Declaration systems that form the backbone of the National cattle industry, as per
below:
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2. NAIT: National Animal Identification and Tracing System

NAIT requirements for cattle are the same for every farmer and include: breeding,
finishing, dairy grazing, calf rearing, and private sales.

As part of the program all cattle are legally required to be EID tagged (Electronic
Identification) and all movements, beginning at animal birth, from farm-to-farm and to
processing plants are recorded on the National Animal Identification & Tracing (NAIT)
database.

Further Information on NAIT is here: http://www.nait.co.nz

3. ASD: Animal Status Declaration Requirements

These declarations are completed by every farmer in the Silver Fern Farms program,
as required by law. The purpose of the ASD is to transfer key information about every
animal, or group of animals, to the next person in charge of the animals, and ultimately
to the processor. It is developed based on the understanding that practices on
lifestyle blocks and farms impact on the safety and suitability of animals for processing
and on the resulting animal products' eligibility for trade. Knowledge of these practices
is essential for the New Zealand export trade and as such are strictly adhered to for
the Beef program.

See APPENDIX for an example of the Animal Status Declaration Form
The Silver Fern Farms Program for Label Integrity for Beef

Claim 1: Grass Fed & Finished

The Silver Fern Farms co-op of farmers supply beef that meets the requirement of the
New Zealand definition of Grass Fed as per Animal Status Declaration document.

Pasture (Grass) fed means that the animals have been raised under normal New
Zealand farming conditions with year round access to grass (e.g. hay, silage, lucerne,
feed crops or other grazed or conserved forages) and other supplementary feeds
(including manufacturing feeds, provided that you have a statement from the
manufacturer that the feed does not contain animal protein or animal fat, other than
dairy). You must keep the manufacturers’ declaration. Where animals have been fed
on a feed pad or feedlot other than for short term periods (e.g. only as supplementary
feed immediately prior to slaughter) then they would not be ‘pasture fed’ because of
not having year-round access to grass.

Grass (Forage) Fed Marketing Claim Standard (October 16, 2007, Federal Register
Notice (72 FR 58631)) - PDF

The Animal Status Declarations (ASD) Qu. 3.0 enforces this claim:

Qu 3.2: Have any of these animals been fed ANYTHING OTHER than milk or
pasture (see definition of “pasture fed”) in their lifetime?
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Any producers indicating a “yes” response to this question are segregated
from the Grass Fed Beef program.

Claim 2: No Antibiotics

Cattle Sourcing:

Silver Fern Farms sources cattle from grass fed environment as per the
Animal Status Declaration.

Antibiotics in Feed:

In this grass fed production system, there is also NO use of antibiotics in feed
sources.

Antibiotics for Sick Animals:

Licensed animal remedies in New Zealand include antibiotics, and for beef
these can be either prescribed by a veterinary practitioner after a physical
consultation or purchased at a licensed veterinary practice over the counter.

The production method and free range nature of cattle production dictates the
virtual non-requirement for antibiotic-use; it does not form part of the feeding
regime and their use is solely in the isolated cases of therapeutic reasons.

No Antibiotics in Silver Fern Farms Grass Feed Beef

When a remedy is administered to an animal there is a period of time, called
a withholding period, within which the animals may not be slaughtered for
human consumption. After this period has elapsed, the regulator has
determined that there will be no chemical residues left in the animals
system and the meat is safe to be slaughtered and consumed.

All stock slaughtered by Silver Fern Farms are accompanied by the
aforementioned Animal Status Declaration (ASD). This is a legal document
which confirms the status of animals presented for slaughter and includes
whether or not they are within the withholding time outlined for any remedies.

Animals within a withholding period for any treatment are not
processed at Silver Fern Farms. Adherence of suppliers to this withholding
period of quarantine is randomly monitored by the New Zealand National
Residue Monitoring Programme. This operates over the entire New Zealand
Meat industry and is implemented and verified ongoing by the New Zealand
Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI).

Claim 3: No Added Hormones

The application of Hormonal Growth Promotants (HGP’s) to cattle in New Zealand is
subject to strict regulatory control as outlined in the Animal Products (Regulated
Control Scheme — Hormone Growth Promotants) Notice 2009. This notice outlines
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the mechanisms for the use and management of HGP’s administered to animals, and
the handling and identification of HGP implanted animals and animal products derived
from treated animals.

Silver Fern Farms Limited has implemented a documented HGP control program at all
beef sites to ensure that HGP treated cattle and their derived products, are identified
and processed separately to products from non HGP treated animals. These
programs are subjected to regular internal verification by company technical staff, and
also independently verified by the New Zealand Ministry for Primary Industries.

Using this control program, all beef products produced for Grass Feed Beef are taken
from the HGP-free identified and segregated production.

The Animal Status Declarations (ASD) Qu. 5.1 enforces this claim:

Qu 5.1: Have any of these cattle been treated with hormonal growth promotant
in their lifetime?

Any producers indicating a “yes” response to this question are segregated
from the Grass Feed Beef program. Additionally, every animal has their ear
tagged scanned and compared against data from the HGP Treatment Database
to confirm the status of each animal; any animal scanning positive is removed.

Claim 4: No Genetically Engineered Ingredients:

New Zealand’s policy regarding seed (i.e. the originating input if any, for grass) has
been released by the Ministry for Primary Industries (NZ) as follows:

i. No GM seeds have been approved for release into the New Zealand
environment. The law does not permit unapproved GM grains or
seeds to be knowingly imported or planted. If GM seeds are detected
prior to import, the consignment will not be allowed into New Zealand.

ii. There are strict penalties under the Hazardous Substances and New
Organisms Act (1996) for introducing new organisms (including GM
organisms) into New Zealand without approval.

The full, detailed GM Policy for New Zealand is here:
http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/regs/imports/plants/gmo

Claim 5: Minimally Processed:

Silver Fern Farms beef product from a range of primal and sub-primal boneless cuts,
in refrigerated and frozen forms is minimally processed. For the purpose of this
document, this includes but is not limited to: boning and cutting, trimming, packaging
and reducing to preservation temperature (chilling or freezing). None of these
procedures fundamentally alters the product.
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Additional Animal Raising Assurances for Grass Fed Brands

Humane Animal Treatment

Silver Fern Farms fully abides by the New Zealand Animal Welfare Act 1999 and
associated codes of welfare which ensures the humane treatment of animals from the
farm of origin through to the processing plant.

The Animal Welfare Act and associated codes are comprehensive rules regarding
animal husbandry and handling, which includes:
1) Care of Animals
2) Prohibits certain types of conduct towards animals
3) The export of animals
4) Establishes two Ministerial advisory committees:
a. National Animal Welfare Advisory Committee (NAWAC); and
b. National Animal Ethics Advisory Committee (NAEAC)

Full detaills on the Act and associated codes can be found here:
http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/regs/animal-welfare/stds/codes

All Export certifications confirm that all New Zealand legislation including
Animal Welfare requirements have been complied with

Feedlot-free

The producers for the Grass Fed beef program must abide by the New Zealand
definition of “Pasture Fed”, dictating the requirement “cattle must have year round
access to grass” and thereby eliminating the ability to be held in feedlots without
being declared on the ASD and subsequently excluded from the Grass Fed beef
program.

Please contact: Grant Howie, Silver Fern Farms:

Email: grant.howie@silverfernfarms.co.nz

Direct Tel: +64 274 339332

y 48

Karen Parker

Technical Development Co-ordinator
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nimal Status Declaratio _.".’.-—L..ﬁ 9[?&'1 B eo

Declaration: | am the person In charge of these animals and | dedare that | have read and understand AHE herd no. o LIC MINDA code
the requirements for this ASD and that the information that follows Is true and acourate. e anc deer ory)

Signature person in chage) Address animals moved from fopa vumse; foad e
Ry DT NAIT mo.

Mame erson i chargel Phone

OwnerTrade name (o fesent fom peron in chage Dwner's postal address o dmmmt rom above) Fax

Svock type Stear Haifar Cover Bull Lamb Sheap D Orthes

Tallles

Deesoriptbon jeg baees age, &) o

Diestination g rame ane ootion of Raorms:sor, suesos or S deination

1.0 Withholding periods - all animals s note 1 of me reguirement
1.1 &re any of these animals within the withholding pe

== e

12 IfYes, state the product name, mathod of eatment and dates applied
{ME: these animals ane NOT eligible for slaughter for human consemption until cutside the withholding periods)

Product name Method of treatment Date used

g

2.0 Animal history —all animals {s2e note 2 of the requirerments)
1 Ware all of these animals boen on your property? WEL e
12 Were a
I3 Age any o

ity Meawr Zeadand? s —

hese animals impor
znimals from aither a MP1 survaillance listed property or under MP1 moverment = mo
7

control for residueas or any purposa other thar

3.0 Animal feeding - cattle, sheep, lambs, goats, deer, alpacas, llamas (sea note 3 of the requisments)
11 Have any of thase animals bean fied ruminant protein in thesr lifetimea? VEE e

12 Have any of thase animals bean fied ANYTHING OF
Pastura fed] in thesr Eatime?

ER tham millk or pesture (see desoiption of yeL e

4.0 Johne's Disease vacdnation — where applicable (see note 4 of the reguisements)

4.1 Hawve any of thase animals bean vaccinated against Johne’s disease in thair lifietime? Ve | o]

5.0 HGP treatment — cattle (see note & of the requiremenits)

5.1 Have any of thasa catthe been treated with a hormonal growth promiotant in thedr lifetima? VL | ]

52 IfYes, howe marny of these catthe have been treated with a hormonal growth promotant intheir ifetima? | NMumber

6.0 TB Dedlaration — cattle, deer (se= note & of the requirements)

&1 i 5 and indes numier Status Mumber

62 Hawve any of thase animals bean tested whille undes wowr management? WEs ]
£3 What is the date of the last TE test for these anlmals and was TB detected? | Date ! ! = o]
b4 st TE test for the whole herd and wes TB detected? | Date ! ! Ve o]

£ erd undar TB mowemeant control? {0 Yes, a permit is required unliess going direct to slaughtes) YEE =]
b6 Are these animals being moved from a property within a Moverment Control Area? = mo
67 If'Yas, hawe these animals been tested within 60 days pricr t

» this mowament? = e

(The B0 day test is not required if the animals are going d o slaughter)
68 Doesthe herd from which these animals are being mosved include cattle or dees which hawve baen

introcheced from a herd of lower TE status within the kst three years?

yeL | e

| understand the obligations under the Animal Welfare Act of persons In charge of animals to ensure that thelr physical, health and
behavioural needs are met In accordance with the minimum standards defined In Codes of Welfare under the Act

7.0 Additional Information (see note 7 of the requirsments) HAVEYOU SIGNED THIS

FORM AT THETOP LEFT?

Wy 3007
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FAX: +64 3 344 1656

www silvarfarmfarms

You must supply an ASD when animals
are moved from your property and get
one for all anlmals you recelve.

Winisty lor Primary Irdestries
Wi B At

Mbbe
NAIT N

(Y]
e

Requirements for the Animal 5tatus Declaration

Purposs of the Animal Status Declamation

Fractices on tha farm impact on tha sutability of animals for processing and on anmal
products’ sighilky for trado. Tha purposa of tha Animal Strtus Codarstion (AS0) Is
sz imforrme aboest an animal, or geowp of ankmaks, to the next parson In
charge, or the processon. For tha procesor, the infonration on the A50 ks vikal for guiding
ante-mortem and postmartem examiration, and for determining agport: 2ligiblity and
cartthication. Tha ASD0 also ncorporates the T questions requined by the Animal Haalh
Board undar tha Bosacurty Matioral Bovine Tubsroulns b Fest Managament Shatogy Ordar
15E.

Privacy Act Statamsnt

Tha Privacy Aot 1992 providas nghts of acoess 1o, and comection of, personal nformeartion
Fcdd In madily mtrkvabla Form Tha Inforration | hald by the recehes of the &S50
Wi s to complsta ard signthe Animal Status Declamtion?

Tha A5 k1o ba completed by 2 persan In champe of the animals wha Fas tha lnowledge
and author®y to anewsar all the appiicablo questions. Tha person: in charge of the animals
oould be the owner, farm manager or sikevard operbor, but does MOT Inclade transpart
oparators. Howsaer, tansport opamatons ane equired to tansker tha ASD accompanying
tha animals baing mowad.

Salins for cmplating tha. P
Tha ASDWUST bacomplatad for 2l consignments of cattle (eooept bobiy calves poing o
ter), bufizin, decr, sheop, lambs, goats, alpacos, lamas, horses, catriches, and amus
zont for procosing

n addtion, the ASD MUST be completad for 2l
- maowvemants of sheep, bhmbs, goats, ostriches and ermmus. sant from one proparty o

sakeseard rothar property or saloyand where thane: & a difforent person incharge: of
tha animalk; 2md

- maovemants of

Induding catves) and doar

Salyard operaion am o complota 3 naw ASD or, whane them s no change o the status
of animak, the mkeyard opesator may use 2 dear photocogry of tha ASD recatved with tha
ankmak. Where photooopios ae used, tha talles must be dftered 1o match the departing
maobs 2nd the ASD MUET be countersigned by tha mileyvard operator as being true and
acorzie 2nd laly danges nEalad Akornaiwvely, ¢ s acoaptzbla for the sales dodeat
wihich accuratcly states tha rumiber of animals puchased to ba aftached to a copy of tha
noorming ASD. Whernn tham & change to the status of animals 2t the =loyand, 2 now ASD
must be complatad

Hotas

Tha.A5DIs.a mandatad form under the Animal Producs At 199%. Mo add Eloral commarcia
nformration 15 to ba addad totha form

2 unkjua numiber which idengfies the Person In Charge of Animals. (PRCA)
thair registorod NAIT location. You will obtain a NAIT number when you
ragistar with NAIT on waarrab.ooue. it s compubony for 2l FICA of MAIT animak to Fave 3
MAIT reamniber. Tha Indusion of vour MAIT number on this form s ecommandad.

“AHE herd mo. cr LIC MENDA codis [cottle and deer onie Is the Anrmal Heakh Board hand
reamber or MIMDA marticdpant ooda or CAV Ambred coda of tha heed from which tha
caitle or dearam being mowad.

Tha box “Address animads moved from® is the physical addres of the proparty from
which tha anrmak ara being moved. Flease include the nama of tha mad 2nd F avalbibla,
tha Rapid Mumber.

Whare tha animals'desciption will not fit In the space provided, the addrional infomation
o (question 7.0) may be usedl Than, f recesary, an addticnal pioce of papar that Is
wignad by the person In dharge and attached to the 45D could be used,

Tha box Destination” 1s to be complated to the best of vour kmowledge; for eemple
provida the procemors company name and plant bation, or the slaand name and
ccation, or addrness of the desanation fem

1. withbaold rinds - all |

Fou need only de any trezbments which remain within tha wihholding periodl
i you do not kmow tha withFolcing periad, the folowing defaults appiy

a 21 days (3 months) for cattio, daor, sheop, goats, alpacas, and lamas,
a &3 days for horas, catricdes and armus.

Cahves for maring If tha dam was within a maat withholding parod at tha time of bith of
tha @k, or Ftha calf has boan fad milk from 2 dam within a milk withiolding period of any
animal tratrmant, or tha caF dsaff has baon teoted, than antor detalk of the Beatmant in
this sartion wien the k15 within a withholding panicd.

Anrmak grang In wingyands Them & 2 ecommendation 1o withhold fom shughtor o
=1ke 2ll animals wsed for leaf-pludng for 2t least & montfe from either the tima of tha kst
known spizy o fromewhen tha animals wene removad from the vines, whichever & marier
2. Animal history - all animals
Ieicreament Control: the ASD guestion
TN Coe impased by MPL
3. Animal feeding

Undartha BosscurEy (Ruminam Protein) Raguiations 1990 1t s an offenca to feod numinant
priain inany fonm, composition or admibriunm o erminants Rumirant proban rmeans probedn
dertwed from uminant teee ncduding bood but eecheding dairy product. Rumirant rafars
to cattie Oncluding bufalo), cales, dear; shoan, lambs, goats, 2lpacas and lamas

23 must ba Bckad Yo" whan animak 2 wrder ary

Pastwraded maznsthat theanimals hawe boan r2ised undar nonmal Mow Zoaland farming
conditiors with year mund acoess to grass (2g- hay, siage, lucerna, feed crops or othar
grared or coreaned forages] 2nd other supplementary feads Induding manufactuning
fads, providad that you Fave a statomant fromi the manufacturoe that the fiood dioos not
contain animal protein or ankmal B, other fandairyd. You must keap the marfachoens’
dechation. Whare animals bave been fad on a feed \ped or feadict athar than for s
e pariods (2.g-only as supplemantarny foed immediatafy pror to shughter
woukd mot bepesture fad” bacausa of not Faving year-round aocess 1o grass.

1 you do mot losow F 2n animal has beon onfy pasture fed™vouw muest tick tha Yos box
4. Johne's Dissass vacoination

T A5D must be ticked Yeswhan any of the anrmak have bean vaccirated with Jofrs's
dinase varcination o you balleve a pravious ownaer may have vaccinabed tham

5. I I b P {HGF)

HGEFs may only ba used undar veterirany suparvsion. i yos do not know shathar tha
cattha haes boan reatad with HERs pou st Bok thee "Fees Box, and put “Unknowey' in tha
numbar box

6. Bowine Tubarcubssis {TE] Declaration

Thee TE stafir ha dedared Is tha TB status cumently awignad o tha berd by the
Animal Heafth Board, tha agancy nesporsl bie for implomanting the TBfroe Mew Zealand
Programimee

Socciall movenent comcitions apply 8o Fends wiEh an infected ( stafus and to soma
hands with a Suspended (5} stab i you hawve ecetved a legal notice restricting tha
mowvemart of your hand, refor o the condElors contained within that molice: prior o
mowing your shock.

¥ you mova stock without 2 completed ASD or without the conact pre-mowarment test,
wou may ba prosscuted and the stock oy be edireciad bock o vour propety.
Fyou o uncertain how to complete this dackration or sou do not kenow sour bends TE
stafues or whathaer tha herd & lboxted within a Movement Conirol Sea (isk ama) contact
D800 482 A63& priar 10 maoving siock

7. Any hertbsr iInformation

This box enzbles other important iInfmmation o ba gavan by tha person completing tha
A50, for sampla idantifying that the animails are axperimeantal animals

Animal wetars

T Animal Wekare Act croates obligations o aleviate pain or distress of il or njursd
animals. A votorirarny dechrbion of fitress 1o trraport s equined for any 1 or njusd
animals. Further iInforration and Codes of welfare are avallable at the MAF webalia
pewrarmaf govtra) by searching wnimal waifae®

Raconds

The parsan In charge who completed and signed tha ASD rust keap a copy of tha
complatad ASD for 1 vear.

The parmon In chame who recetrad the 2nimals must koep the ASD eceted for tha
pariod that tha animals ame kept and then for an addeioral year.
Procassing companies must keep the sioned ASD (and any Boed chanoes) for 4 years
from rcaipt.
Usa of the ASD
whan & Is providiod, the signad ASD form must accompany the a2nimals sent from
tha property. Ini the mase of aodwornic transor - tha ASD must be preant at tha
recaiving proparty whan the anrmak 2t

fanimals arive: at a proparty without 2n acoompanying ASD o the: receipt of an
alactronic 450, than tha anmaks must be sapasrted from all other stodk 2nd Feald
urtil a complated and signad ASD B recetvad OF the: animals must ba reburnad to
tha wpplier.

Scannad (and emallac), or fased coples

warming
E & an ofience under the Animal Froducts Act 1999 1o fkfy, aker or misncprasant
any dachration raguied by this o docive ar for tha purposas of
abtaining amy materal benafit or avoiding amy material detriment.

E Is 2n offence under tha Biosaourity Act 1993 b 1) Mova cattle or doar aged 30 days or
mom unless aooompaniad by a complated T8 dedamtion; 7) Mowe ottle or deer agad
20 days or mom from a risk arma 1o 3 phoo outside that risk 2rea o within any sk aca
from its bierd of crigin arthe plce of establishement at which tha animal i being keptto a
phce othar than the plyce cocupied by & maror persan incharge of the cattle beart
or deat, unlem i has undergone within 60 days prior to the date of moverment, a nagathea
test for bosing tuberculosks; 3) Make a dedaration that & f2lse or miskeading.

E & an offence under the Bioseowr®y (Rumirant Protein) RBegulstions 1999 o allow
numinants toba fed ruminant protain

E Is 2n offence undaer the Bosacurty (Animal identification Systens) Regulabions 1999
o moes catthe and deer over 30 days of aga fromn tha hard of angin or place wiem tha
animals am kapt unless idantfiad In acoondance with thasa reqgubbions.
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